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LOCUST SITUATION: During the routine surveys, India
(Scheduled Desert Area) found free from gregarious as well as
Solitary locust activity during the 2nd fortnight of April 2024. Total
165 nos. of spots were observed while conducting surveys which are

plotted on the map.
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India is free from desert locust activities.
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Global Situation (Area treated): March 2024
Control operation increased slightly in March to 40689 ha.
Compared to 37212 ha. in last month.

Area Treated As-

Egypt : 19703 ha.
Saudi Arabia: 17693 ha.
Sudan : 1695 ha.
Eritrea : 1445 ha.
Yemen : 153 ha.
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGY : During the survey scheduled
desert area the soil moisture found wet at few spots of Bikaner,
phalodi and Nagaur and dry at all other surveyed locations.
vegetation was found green at few spots of Suratgarh and Palanpur
and dry at all other locations. Soil moisture and vegetation are
shown in the map below.

Soil Moisture: 16-30 April
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Soil moisture map.

FAO Update (03 April):No significant locust developments are likely
to happen in Western region. In Central region Locusts will decline
along the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden coasts as adults and small
groups will move to the interior of Saudi Arabia and Yemen while
others may arrive in the irrigated areas of the Nile River in southern
Egypt and northern Sudan. Rains may also occur in the plateau of
northwest Somalia and eastern Ethiopia with perhaps a few limited
breeding in the spring. May and June might see a rise in cyclone
activity along the Gulf of Aden. In eastern region normal rainfall may
occur in late April and early May in southeast Iran and southwest
Pakistan followed by one generation of small scale breeding.
Cyclone activity may be seen in Arabian Sea.

South West Asia Commission (SWAC) : Situation is calm in Iran,
Pakistan, India and Afghanistan. Isolated mature adults observed in
one place at Dalbandin northern areas of Baluchistan.

Forecast (India) :Ecological conditions are not favourable for
locust breeding in the Scheduled Desert Area, Moreover, no locust
was seen during the survey. Therefore, any locust activity is not
expected upto the next fortniaht.
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~ Vegetation was found green/ dry.
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