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LOCUST SITUATION : During the routine surveys, India
(Scheduled Desert Area) found free from gregarious as well as
Solitary locust activity during the 2nd fortnight of November
2023. Total 110 nos. of spots were observed while conducting
surveys which are plotted on the map.
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India is free from desert locust activities.

Swarm movement : Nil
Breeding : Nil
Hoppers : Nil

Solitary Isolated/ scattered mature/immature adults : Nil
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WEATHER AND ECOLOGY : During Locust Surveys, soil
moisture in Scheduled Desert Area at all survey spots was
observed dry, vegetation found green/ drying except some area of
Barmer and Jaisalmer. Soil moisture & Vegetation shown in map
below.
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Soil moisture map.

FAO Update (13November) : The winter season has started in the Red
Sea coast and the Gulf of Aden, where good rains have fallen in parts
of south-east Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and north-
western Somalia, bringing the first appearance of hoppers and adults.
generation will now arrive and the second generation will begin in
early January 2024 and continue until approximately March or April.
Control operations will be carried out primarily in Sudan and Saudi
Arabia, and control with biopesticides in Somalia and eventually parts
of Yemen, Egypt, Eritrea .

South West Asia Commission (SWAC) : Situation is calm in Iran,
Pakistan, India and Afghanistan.

Forecast (India) : The non-availability of solitary desert locusts
during the survey and the decline in monsoon are indicating that
locust activities will remain at the same level in the coming fortnight.
However, regular surveys are being continued to prevent any adverse
situation.
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