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1. a/SUMMARY:  India continued to be free from solitary and gregarious desert locust activity during the 1% fortnight of
May, 2018. During distant and cross country surveys, observations were recorded at 116 nos. of spots in the Scheduled Desert
Areas (SDA) of Rajasthan and Gujarat which are plotted on map with “N” which indicates no locust was found.

2.1 F1 ariRafafi/WEATHER AND ECOLOGY : Rainfall estimation map of 15t dekad of May, 2018 indicates
low to moderate density in the Scheduled Desert Area except part of Barmer, Bhuj, Jalore and entire Palapur region. As per
observations of the survey teams, general vegetation was found green in some places of Suratgarh, Barmer and isolated
places of Jalore and Bhuj which is largely due to perennials as recorded by the survey teams. However, widespread Scheduled
Desert Area has been observed dry/drying. Soil moisture is almost dry in the SDA except Churu due to recent rainfall and
few places of Jalore where irrigation facility was available, which is plotted on map (attached.).

3. {1 #it Fafd/LOCUST SITUATION :  Desert Locust (SchistocercaregariaF.)

i) Swarm movement Nil
i) Breeding : Nil
iii) Hoppes : Nil
iv) Scattered / Isolated Adult Nil

4. a9/ FORECAST: Considering the unfavorable ecological conditions viz.; no locust population, dry soil moisture
and almost dry surface vegetation in the Scheduled Desert Area indicates that locust activity is not expected during the
ensuing fortnight.

5. 33181 /PREPAREDNESS/MEETINGS : India is equipped with sufficient trained man-power, operational vehicles,
well maintained P.P. equipment, pesticides and 11 activated eLocust3 units for locust surveys/ population monitoring and
control operation for any locust outbreak/ upsurge.

6. 9a&/CONTACTS: During field survey, the survey teams contacted farmers, nomads, NGOs and state functionaries
and made aware of the locust and its activities. They have been advised to inform nearest Locust office / State Government
functionaries, if any locust population is noticed.

Dr. D.D.K.Sharma
Plant Protection Adviser
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Locust survey data for the period of 1-15 May, 2018 plotted on map
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During the first fortnight of May, 2018, total 11 no. of survey teams covered 116 spots in the Scheduled Desert
Area of Rajasthan and Gujarat. Sign “N” indicates the survey spots. No Desert Locust population was found in
the SDA.



Rainfall estimation map for the period of 1% dekad of May, 2018

1-10 May 2018

0 20 40

€0 80 100 120 140
Estimated Dekadal Precipitation [mm]

Rainfall estimation map shows low to moderate density rainfall in the SDA except part of Barmer, Jalore, Bhuj and entire
Palanpur region.



Vegetationdata plotted on map for the period of 1-15 May,2018
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As per observations of the survey teams, general vegetation was found green in some places of Suratgarh,
Barmer and isolated places of Jalore and Bhuj which is largely due to perennials as recorded by the survey
teams.



Soil moisture data for the period of 1-15 May, 2018
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Soil moisture observed by the survey teams is plotted on the map indicates unfavorable soil con-
dition for locust breeding all over the SDA. However, soil moisture has been recorded at few
places of Churu, Jalore and Bikaner due to isolated rainfalls/cultivated areas.



